Eichstätt, a small, fractured prince-bishopric on the fringes of the Bavarian Duchy, experienced a relatively intense series of witch-persecutions between 1590 and 1631. Of those arrested for witchcraft in the territory over this period, only about 12 per cent (or, up to 35 suspects) were men.
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Eichstätt, a small, fractured prince-bishopric on the fringes of the Bavarian Duchy, experienced a relatively intense series of witch-persecutions between 1590 and 1631. Of those arrested for witchcraft in the territory over this period, only about 12 per cent (or, up to 35 suspects) were men.
1 These figures are low, even when compared with gender ratios among witch-suspects in other German and western European witchcraft episodes, and one might be tempted to ignore them as an insignificant aberration.
2 Yet, the presence of these men in the Eichstätt data is perhaps the most troubling aspect of this particular series of witchhunts. Whilst it is a relatively simple exercise to explain why well over 200 women were arrested in the principality over the same period, the arrests of men such as Enders and Georg Gutmann, Valtin Lanng, Hans Baur and Michael Hochenschildt can seem arbitrary. The prosecutions of the female witch-suspects were undertaken in a systematic fashion as the local judges and, later, ecclesiastical witch-commissioners worked their way through the names of accomplices supplied by witch-defendants faced with the threat of torture. As the first witches arrested were mainly women, their alleged accomplices tended to be drawn from their everyday networks of female kin, neighbours, and friends. The interrogators therefore soon possessed a very long list of female accomplices, a list that could have sustained persecution well beyond 1631 had circumstances not forced an end to it then. The interrogators also chose to ignore the very many denunciations of male witch-accomplices made by both the female witches and some of the men they did arrest.
3 But why did they choose these men in the first place when so many of the other alleged but unmolested male accomplices were of a similar age and status?
The Male Witches of Eichstätt 101 There are, of course, an increasing number of potential explanations for the presence of male suspects in the witchcraft data as historians attempt to account for them in plausible ways, but none seems entirely adequate for the Eichstätt cases. Perceived magical skill, deep-rooted factionalism, religious tension, and personality, for example, seem to have had very little impact on why the male witches of Eichstätt were denounced as accomplices and, later, cited before the witch-commissioners. 4 Reflecting on the data from these cases, it appears that the answer to the 'Why men?' question lies less in personal skills, beliefs, and characteristics than in a combination of other factors: the naming process in which accomplices were identified, the positions the suspected men were able to maintain within their communities, and the progress of the local witch-persecution. These factors are particular to the Eichstätt experience of witch-hunting, and it is difficult to use them to develop a general Continent-wide theory about the prosecution of male suspects. I will also argue that this particularity indicates that gender was not significant in popular conceptions of the 'witch', either in Eichstätt, or much of the rest of Europe.
In analysing the Eichstätt cases, it is important to know the identities of the men, and how they came to be arrested by the witch-commission. With this data, I will evaluate, as far as possible, the circumstances that might have led the interrogators to these individuals. The question 'Why not other men?' is trickier and, to a degree, any answer will be impressionistic and speculative, but it is a necessary question that many historians of the witch's gender elide. Too often, their studies focus narrowly on the men or women accused -overlooking the obvious complication that the characters of these suspects and the circumstances that made them vulnerable to witchcraft accusations were shared by many other Europeans. There were some exceptions -such as Chonrad Stoeckhlin, or the 'Ladies from Outside' -but, broadly-speaking, for every 'exemplary' Margery Stanton or Ursula Grön, there must have been thousands of curmudgeonly, very poor, old women who suffered difficult relations with their neighbours without being suspected -much less accused -of witchcraft. 5 The period of intense witch-persecution was, perhaps not coincidentally, also a period in which many individuals found themselves pushed to the margins of societies unable to cope adequately with rising numbers of indigent persons. 6 As this situation worsened throughout the first decades of the seventeenth century, the number of potential witches must have increased, but the geographical, chronological, and statistical patchiness of witch-persecution, even within principalities such as Eichstätt or counties such as Essex,
